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Welcome!

Friends and Family of Plano FFA, Inc. is a community buyers group that supports all three PISD FFA Chapters. The purpose is to raise money, through fundraising events during the year, and award those monies to the PISD FFA exhibitors who make premium sale at the Collin County Junior Livestock show held each January. The organization awards only those PISD FFA exhibitors who make premium sale at the Collin County Junior Livestock Show, who are members of Friends and Family of Plano FFA, and have fulfilled their membership requirements for the year.

2019-2020 Membership requirements include:

· Membership Dues - $25 per year for an individual membership or $35 per year for a family membership (covers one or more FFA exhibitors in your family – only one member of the family may vote at any meeting). An individual membership may also include anyone in the community who supports our organization and wants to be member. Membership dues are due no later than October 16, 2019.
· The Farmers Table – A farm to table style dinner to be held at The Heritage Farmstead on October 19, 2019. All members will be required to work the entire event. Setup, serving dinner, and cleanup are some of the details of duties. Some students will be asked to wear Official Dress. Everyone else will be wearing Friends and Family T-Shirt. 
· Chance Drawing – Participate in our annual fundraiser – each member is required to sell 70 tickets for our “2019-2020 Chance Drawing”.  
· Sponsors – Each member will be responsible for $200 in outside sponsorship.   


Any relative or friend can help the exhibitor complete his/her requirements.
In fact, there several volunteer functions that we prefer an adult to fulfill rather than a student exhibitor. When you complete shift or a donation requirements for a student exhibitor, just make sure you list the exhibitor’s name so he/she will get credit.
What is the Collin County Junior Livestock Show?

The Collin County Junior Livestock Show is held each January at Myers Park Event Center in McKinney, Texas. It starts on a Tuesday and ends on the following Saturday with a “Premium Sale”. During that week, exhibitors from all over Collin County show their projects and are “placed” by official judges. Depending on where your students project ” places”, they either “make sale” or DO NOT “make sale”. There is a lot variability in “making sale” based on the student exhibitors’ projects and it’s function (i.e. market animal versus breeding animal, Ag mechanics, or Floral design) and fluctuations in volume, quality and different kinds of projects being shown each year. The organization that puts on the show every year determines these rules. 

If you are a Friends and Family od Plano FFA member and your student exhibitor fulfilled all their requirements, but does not make sale, your students will not be awarded any money at the Collin County Show. Money is only awarded to those who make sale, and there is no guarantee that any exhibitor will make sale. You will find out that week if your students exhibitor’s project made sale or not. If your student exhibits more than one project they may only take one project to the “sale” on Saturday.

If your student exhibitor makes sale, he/she will come back on that Saturday to the “premium sale auction”. Your student exhibitor will get up on stage and the auctioneer will “auction” his/her project to the highest bidder. This is a lesson for your student exhibitor in what happens at a real auction with a couple exceptions:

1) The people who bid on the exhibitor’s project do not really buy it! The exhibitor will get the amount that is bid on his/her project. At a real auction, the buyers take the project and pay the bid prices. NOT HERE. The exhibitors will keep their projects and will be rewarded with the buyers bid amount. All exhibitors that make sale are required by the Collin County Livestock Association to have a photo taken and a fee will automatically come off the bid price to cover the cost of the photo.


2) There are no real farmers/ranchers or meat processors sitting on the buyers’ floor. The people sitting on the buyer’s floor are buyer groups like ours. McKinney, Allen, Frisco, etc.…, each have their own buyers’ group. There are also “buyers” from other community organizations that like to support agricultural event like supermarkets, truck dealerships, Ag supply stores, etc. Private individuals may also register with the show office and bid on projects.

When/if your student exhibitor “makes sale” and goes through the bidding process, they will not get their check immediately at the show. The buyers get an invoice from the Collin County Junior Livestock Show for the total bid amount. The invoice is paid, and the show, in turn, issues checks payable to each exhibitor and sends them to the exhibitor’s Ag teacher. Each exhibitor’s teacher will hand the checks out after mandatory barn clean up and his/her thank you notes have been written. The teachers will announce the date of barn cleanup. Clean-up is usually in April. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me and I will be happy to assist you.


Donna Schaefer
Email: president@planoffa.org
Friends and Family of Plano FFA
President 2019-2020



